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Minnesota Operation Lifesaver, a nonprofit dedicated to promoting rail safety, presented 
awards to volunteers, MnDOT, KIMT3 News and others at annual recognition event 

September 23rd, 2014 – Minneapolis, MN – On September 16th Minnesota Operation Lifesaver recognized 
the volunteers, partner organizations and media outlets that helped them promote safety around tracks and 
trains in 2014. 

Operation Lifesaver Inc. is a nationwide non-profit public information and education program dedicated 
to reducing collisions, deaths, and injuries at highway-rail intersections and as a result of trespassing on 
railroad property. According to preliminary statistics provided by the Federal Railroad Administration, 
Minnesota experienced four fatalities during the first six months of 2014 and another sixteen persons 
were seriously injured in thirty-two motor vehicle-train collisions.  In addition, two persons were injured 
and another three were killed while trespassing on railroad property.  

 

Slides from the event’s presentation show that the decades of decline in incidents are on an upward trend 

The organization aims to curb this by offering FREE educational presentations to schools, community 
groups, new drivers, law enforcement, professional and school bus drivers. 
Volunteers are trained and provided materials developed at the national level 
based on research and best practices. “We believe,” stresses Executive 
Director Sheryl Cummings, “that the most powerful way to make an impact 
on someone’s behavior is to reach out to them directly.” There are currently 
fewer than 50 active 
volunteers for the 
entire state, so 
Cummings explains 
how important it is 
"to take time to 
recognize the efforts 
of those who 

volunteer their time to save the lives of others.” 



According to the Honorable Joe Szabo, Administrator for the Federal Railroad Administration, “96% of 
the deaths in the railroad industry are caused by grade crossing accidents and trespassing.” After decades 
of decreasing casualties, 2012 to 2013 saw an increase in grade crossing incidents across the country with 
Minnesota’s rates increasing nearly two-fold over 2012. Here’s the clincher, Administrator Szabo points 
out, “what’s most tragic is that these accidents, injuries, fatalities - are PREVENTABLE.” 

  

Bill Gardner, Director of Freight Planning with the Minnesota Department of Transportation spoke of the importance of the 
relationship between Minnesota Operation Lifesaver and their agency and accepted the award on their behalf. 

In addition to their dedicated volunteers, Minnesota Operation 
Lifesaver depends on their ability to partner with agencies, railroads, 
law enforcement and other organizations to get their message of rail 
safety to the public. “We’ve been very fortunate in my first full year 
with the organization,” states Cummings, “to have been the recipients 
of several grants as well as the partnership of agencies like the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation.” They hope to foster and 
show appreciation for these partnerships through the awards given 
Tuesday. 

The organization also recognized KIMT3 News out of Albert Lea as their 2014 Media Partner of the Year 

For more information or photos please contact Sheryl Cummings, Minnesota Operation Lifesaver 
mnoperationlifesaver@gmail.com / 651-328-3259 

 

 

### 

Operation Lifesaver, Inc.’s. 
current campaign is called See 
Tracks? Think Train! featuring 
a bilingual PSA aimed at 
curbing incidents at highway-
rail grade crossings and on 
railroad property. 



 

Minnesota Operation Lifesaver (MNOL) is 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to reducing collisions, deaths, and 
injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and on railroad property through a statewide network of 
Authorized Volunteers who work to educate people about how to make safer decisions around tracks and 
trains. Operation Lifesaver, Inc. began as a public safety awareness campaign in 1972 and is comprised of 
a national office supporting 49 individual state programs (Virginia and Maryland operations are 
combined). 

Minnesota Operation Lifesaver can be reached at mnoperationlifesaver@gmail.com or (651) 328-3259 
Website: www.mnoperationlifesaver.org  

 

Fast Facts:  

• From 1982 to 2013 Minnesota saw a 75% decrease in highway-rail grade crossing incidents (53 
highway-rail incidents resulting in 26 injuries and 6 fatalities in 2013); but annual casualties due to 
individuals trespassing on railroad property, (10 individuals in 2013) is the same as it was in 1982; in 
fact the number was even higher in 2012 when 14 individuals were either injured or lost their lives as a 
result of trespassing. (Statistics taken from Federal Railroad Administration's Office of Safety Analysis; 
http://safetydata.fra.dot.gov/OfficeofSafety/default.aspx 

• Minnesota Operation Lifesaver has directly reached over 60,000 people through our free education 
programs since 2011. 

• At 55mph it takes a small vehicle with good brakes at least 200 feet to come to a stop. At that speed it can 
take over 300 feet to stop a bus, and over 600 feet to stop a light rail train. But once the emergency brakes 
are applied on an average freight train traveling at 55mph it can take a mile or more to come to a 
complete stop. That’s the length of 18 football fields! 

• About every 3 hours a person or vehicle is hit by a train in the United States. Incidents involving trains 
are 20 times more likely to result in death or serious injury than other highway collisions. 


