
Seasonal Driving Hazards: Steps 
for Safer Travels 
December 12, 2017  /  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Presented by:
Lisa Kons, Manager, Traffic Safety Programs
Minnesota Safety Council 



Did You Know…

…every 16 minutes someone dies in a 
traffic crash?

…every 14 seconds an injury occurs?

…every 8 seconds a crash occurs?



On and Average day in 2015

205 crashes

1 death and 82 injuries

Average daily cost

$4,858,135
-MN Department of Public Safety



In 2015

181,663 people were involved in a 
crash

29,981 people were injured

411 people were killed
-MN Department of Public Safety

Most of the people involved in these 
crashes do what?



One of the most
DANGEROUS

Things most people will do today 
is

their drive to and from work!



So What’s The Problem?

• Driver distraction is involved in 80% of crashes

• In 2015 – 74 fatalities were linked to 
distraction/inattention

• Each year, illegal or unsafe speed is a leading 
contributing factor in Minnesota’s fatal crashes 

• Seat Belt rate is 94%

• Impaired driving remains a serious threat, 
accounting for more than 100 deaths each year, 
while nearly 30,000 motorists were arrested for 
DWI. One in seven Minnesota drivers has a DWI on 
their record.



Navigating the Environment



Taking Control When the 
Driving Conditions are OUT of 

Your Control!



4 Driving Conditions Beyond Your Control

1.  Light
2.  Weather
3.  Road
4.  Traffic



Adverse Weather Creates 
Slippery Roads

The best defense to avoid 
skidding is ALWAYS slow 

down when weather and road 
conditions are bad.



Steering out of a SKID



WITH Anti Lock Brakes

Keep foot on the brake FIRMLY
You will not lose steering 

control UNLESS you remove 
your foot from the brake pedal.





Without Anti Lock Brakes

Off-Off Technique

Ease your foot off accelerator
Keep your foot off brake.
Turn the steering wheel in the 

direction you want the front of 
the vehicle to go.



Driving for Conditions S35W-Industrial Video



Determining Speed

Know the Speed Limit
Assess the Driving Conditions
Adjust Accordingly



Speed Differential Video - NW35W –
26th Street



Bridge Decks
Entrance Ramps

Watch for slippery bridge decks, 
even when the rest of the 

pavement is in good condition. 
Bridge decks will ice up sooner 
than the adjacent pavement. 



Bridge Deck



Ice Under Bridge Deck – WB494-
24th



Following Distance

Always maintain a three second 
following distance from the vehicle 
in front of your.

In adverse conditions use the three 
second plus rule.





Following Distance - Thompson Queue Crash



Parking Lot Crashes



Avoiding Head-on Crash

If you must ride off the road, follow these 
split-second decisions:

 -Drive to the right-away from on-coming traffic

 -Don’t swerve or skid off the road

 -If you have to choose between hitting something hard 
(tree) or soft (shrubbery) hit soft.

 -If you must hit something steer your vehicle to hit the 
object with a glancing blow.  Every inch off center 
reduces the impact increasing your chance of survival.



Don’t Veer for Deer



Don’t Fear DEER

 Drive at safe speeds and ALWAYS Buckle 
Up!

Motorists: don’t swerve to avoid a deer. 
Swerving can cause motorists to lose 
control and travel off the road or into 
oncoming traffic. The best defense is to 
buckle up and brake and hit the deer. 

 Slow down in areas known to have a large 
deer population 

 Blow your horn to startle the deer



Sharing the Road



Snowplow Drivers
 it takes time to get roads back to good driving 

conditions. 

 Be patient and remember snowplows are working to 
improve road conditions for your trip.

 Stay back at least five car lengths behind the plow, far 
from the snow cloud. Snowplow operators will pull over 
when it is safe to do so to allow traffic build-up to pass. 

 Stay alert for snowplows that turn or exit frequently and 
often with little warning. They may also travel over 
centerlines or partially in traffic to further improve road 
conditions. 



 Slow down to a safe speed for current 
conditions, and give yourself plenty of 
travel time. Snowplows typically move at 
slower speeds.

 Buckle up and ensure children are 
properly secured in the correct child 
restraint. 

 Avoid unnecessary travel if road 
conditions are too poor. 



A View from a Plow



What Can I Do?



 Making responsible and respectful driving decisions

 Creating a safe, stress-free personal driving space

 Driving safely, without affecting other driver’s safety

 Practicing common sense, courtesy and cooperation

 Recognizing the risks of hazardous driving behavior and 
conditions 

Characteristics of Defensive Driving



What is a Preventable Collision?

A preventable collision is one in 
which the driver fails to do 
EVERYTHING reasonable to avoid it.

The facts show most collisions are 
preventable and predictable.



DDC Collision Prevention Formula
Recognize the Hazard
•Scan ahead, around and behind your vehicle.

-In urban areas, scan one or two blocks ahead.
-In rural areas or on expressways, scan to the next hill, curve or overpass.
•Check mirrors every 3-5 seconds.
•Always stay alert. Focus on the driving task so you do not lose response 
time.
•Use the “what if?” strategy to keep you alert and prepared to spot hazards 
and prevent a collision.



DDC Collision Prevention Formula

Understand the Defense
•Know what to do to prevent a traffic hazard from becoming a 
collision.
•Know the consequences of your driving choices.
•Know the basic defenses:
-scan in all directions.
-slow down.
-use a safe following distance.



DDC Collision Prevention Formula

Act Correctly and in Time
•Choose the safest driving maneuver to prevent a collision.
•Remember: other drivers may act in time, but they may act 
incorrectly.



Plan Before You Travel

Simple planning can save your 
trouble and your life!
-Know where you are going
-How to get there
-Map out directions ahead of time



How Many Hours of Sleep Did You Get 
Last Night?



Prepare Your Vehicle
Are windows clean
Is your gas tank at least half-full
Do you have jumper cables
Do you have an emergency kit
Basic Maintenance



Be Aware of the Weather Conditions

Listen to the weather forecast each 
day

Dress Appropriately
Pack extra clothes, hats, mittens 

and scarves in your vehicle



Driving for Conditions - KMSP Video



Stay in Your Vehicle!



Make Yourself Easy to Find
 Tell someone where you are going or when they can 

expect you

 If you stall have a bright colored cloth to tie on your 
antenna

 At night remove the cover from your dome light

 Only use emergency flashers when you hear a vehicle 
coming



STAY IN YOUR VEHICLE

Always stay with your 
vehicle

Leaving your car is 
dangerous and you can get 
lost



Avoid Overexertion

Shoveling, pushing your car, 
and getting in and out of your 
vehicle is dangerous and 
requires a lot of energy.  Stay 
put and take it easy.



Keep Your Cool

Calm down and think.  The storm 
will end and you WILL be found.

Don’t work enough to get hot and 
sweaty.  Wet clothing loses 
insulation.

Keep fresh air in your vehicle.



Have a SAFE Winter!
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